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sorupulonsly scoursd and (s washed down | tions from abread. The national literature ‘of

SONME NEW RUOKS.

A Preneh Hindy of Rovain,

Bines tho publioation of the well-known hook
by Mr. Mackenzio Wallnes. thers has been no
first-hand Investigation of Huswia's political
and socinl systom at all comparable with the
work of M. Axatone Lenov-Neav e, ontitled
Tha Ewpire of the Czars and the Buseians | Puts
pam'slk Tho origlnal nareative conslsta of
threo large ootavs volumen each eontalning
pome alx hundred pnges. The first of those
volumes 1s davotud to “tho eonntry and peos
ple,” the second to Lthe “Institations, " and the
third to “religion ' and chureh mottera It js
nm Bngllsh teanslation of the firat of thass vol-
umes which s now bronght oul by the Put-
name, the two parta nesdod to eompleto the
work not belng yot rondy for publication. The

tranelator, Zexaion Ao Hacoziy, has con-
densod many passiges  of the orlginal,
fn order to find spacs for a large

numboer of foot notes awl appendices Intro-
doeml for the purpose of discussing somae
queationa gt moro length, of elieldatiog ¢or-
taln historieal allusivns, ann romelimes of
pressnting oljections to the anthor's eonclu-
slons. It shonld ba mentloned that, although
M. Loroy Beaulion evinees n lively sympathy
with the great Slavie people and elneers ro-
apect for ite roversign. the clreulntion of lis
book, or of n translntion of it, Is prohibited in
Russla. That s beopuse the nuthor, although
even mora [rlendly to Nusaln than was Mac-
kenzle Wallnca, discu=se« the acts and prinel-
ples ol the Government with a lrecdom Incom-
patible with an nuloeratio systom. It 1« to bo
noted ns charnoteristic of the book, that the
political systein of llussla Is not denouncod
meraly baennse it s autoeratle, Thero have
been periods of European history, stages In
the evolution of European clvillzation, nt which
autnerady wns porhinps tho best practivable
form of government. The kernote of this
work Is tho demonsteation that  the
Nussian  empire, nithough a PFuropenn
and Christian State, really belongs not
to modern FEurope, but ta o  Kuropo
of another nge. The Crar Alexander IIL Is
not so much the contemporary of Yuoven Vie-
toria as of Queen Inaboella of Castille. T at
the distance of four centurios, the Hussian
poverolgn takes mgninst his Jewlsh subjects
measures which reeall the edicts lssuml In
1492 by tho Catholle kings. [t is beeanso Ortlio-
dox Nuasin I8 pot unlike Catholle Spain of the
fifteenth ceninry. Detween * Holy lluesin®'
mnd the democrstie republies and constitn-
tional monorchies of the West, there roally
lles an interval of soveral humdred years
What makes it hard for ordinary tonrists to
understand Ruasia is that, modern as she |s
if we look merely to the extornnl rige of her
civllizration. and to nll that sho lus wppropri-
ated of nur mechanical selencos sho Is me-
dimval still in the monners and spirit of lier
people. The Hussinn mnsses, urbinn or rural,
Bave not felt the breath of aither the Renals-
sance, the Reformation, or the Hevolution.
About one-half of the voluine hers tranalated
fa allotted to a deseription of the physiog-
raphy. olimate, nnd woil of Hussin: to n review
of the various rnces which inhablt the region
between the Ural and the Vistuln, and to a
summary of the country’'s historv and ele-
ments of civilization. Agnin. in some ninety
pages, the author traverros the ground which
bhad nlrendy heen carefully sxplored by Mac-
kengie Wallace {or tie purpose of making an
ependont study of the village communities
their mothods of tilling the soil on com-

L« munistic or socinlistic principles. As we can-
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4% gleeping all day on top of tha stove, while

not attempt to glance nt more than two or
three of the many topics consldered in this vol-
uma, wo have salected the chapters that deal
with the national temperiment and character.

.

Russia is undonlted!y one of the countries
whore tho physical surroundings have pro-
duced tho most cons|derahle and manifest el-
feots upon man. Tho whole of the reglon
which has baen the eradle of the great Russian
poonle, amnd which formed the nuelens of an-
clent Musrnovy, lles north of the fitticth degroa
of northern latitude. There. besides Novgorod
and Psakof, the two semi-republiean clties. are
to be found all tho former enpitals of the ltus-
slanlkiniazes, or prineely descendants of Rurik.
That part of the vountry Is essentially contl-
nootal, colder than Petersburg, with greater
extrdmes of climate, the average wintor tems-
poratare belog from 13° to 14° below that of

Betting aside Heandinavia and Kent«
+and, *'yth of which are warmed by the near-
mess of "o seas. this Is the only region of the
earth that has asedentary agricultural popula-
gion In such olose proxiinity to the pelar circle
Remote as it s from any sea, a8 wull ar from
the eguator, it s only thanks to the lack of ele-
wation'that it Is inhabitable atail. Cne feols
that the affect of such a climate vn the life nnil
body of man must be enormous. but it has
mever been expounded with sclentitic pre-
weislon. We know, Indead), that the genoral of-
fect of oold upon vegetablo or animul Hfe s to
produece numbness, sometimes even auspen-
plon of the vital ecnergles. The sap stops
sourslog i plants: the Llood congulnptes in
the velns of anlmals. Many of thoe lutior hi-
bernate {n a state of romnolence, aml during
the very coldest months lie down In temporary
®raves. Uman sscapes this deathlike lothargy,
4t is a8 much Ly forer ol his lndustry
snd civilization as by Lis  eopstitution,

snd even he canoot ontlrely withstand the |

sluggishness which is so gonernlly olkervad
throughout subr-Aratle reglons, It I8 trio
that Montesqulen conslilurad the north to he
the homo of activily. rourage, and Hierty.
Qur author woull nnt disputo the correctnoss
of thin theory, 90 far as moderately eold conn-
trios are concocned: bt he subimits that ex-
tromo cold In tho notth produces effects nnalo-
#ous to those of extremo hont In the south, a
peciol of partial hiboroation in the Innds Iving
mear tho poles, correspondinge to the sleop of
summer slestas In tropieal counteles. Stimn-
lating to the lungs nnd eundicive lo general
notivity aslong as Il keeps within eertain lim-
its, ‘ecld bLecomes depressive as acon ne It
reaches too low n degroo ur losts too long, It
then disposos to o certain indoleuce, phy sleal
snd moral to 4 sort of passiveness of mind and
poul. To the excltement of the irst frosts sue-
eoeds the torpur Lrought on by Intonse and
prolopged eolil.

There ls. morcover, In the north, hesldes the
direct notlon of cold upon the organs, anothar
thing which plaves labor under eonditions loss
favorable thun thoso of telporate countrios.
We refor to the violent alternation and oppo-
altlon bLetwoon the seisons. Bucklo notleerd
that nations living under high Istitudes did

* pot show the same taste for labor, ‘the sime
eneray ns those living un lor gontler skios. He
sttributod this defeet to the interruption
causod by winter, which, Ly the rigor of ita
weather and the shortness of s days,
breaks every vyear for months the se-
quenco ol agricultural purswits, * Why
aleapent thoun, Mwil*' mays & populur
#eng, In which the ponsant Is reproved for

Want comes and sits down at his door, It
he sloops, It is locause his erops have been
takon in, the autminn sowing Is done, and the
snow has comp, so that there s no more work
for him In the fNolds. This intormittence of
labor causes n cortinin desultoriness aud in-

(stabllity which Interfere with pors{stency and

ulag hnbits Tho north, in a word, Yhrows pe-
ar obstoclos in the way of ngricultural In-

T/ Wlrios by mokioy thom dependont on o oli-

ar oneco rugged and oaprigious, and It is
not Impossivie. but probabls. that these full-
fngs way extend to thh character.

At is certain that foreignors who have had
work done lu lussin nssart thut Hussinos, like
pouthornors, are more eapable of a vigoreus
sourt of energy than of continuous, stenily
effort. With moro vivaeity—which Is, pechape,
an loheritance of his Blavie blood-—-the Nus-
wlan commonly Jdisplays less actlvity than the
porthorners of Teutonio races; in the lower us
well us In tho highoer classes he shows loss
taste for Uodily exerciso. Ho seems to liko ft
oaly In tho abapo of fast slelghioyg and driving,
which. howevor, mny be wnceounted for Ly
the long distances, wnid the eold thet

mako It desirable 10 got to one's destinn-
Moa as qukkly

as, Dossible Athletlvs

] and viclent games are searcely more attras-
tive to these son= of the north than they are to
the modern natlons of the seuth. Even
wkating s loss (n favor than in eovntrien where
thore is leaa of {t to e had. In this respect, as
In many another, the Husslan i{s procounced
the very oppoaite of the Englishman. Travel-
1o havas ropeatedly boan struck with the dis.
Inslination of Husslan peasanta to phrysieal
exortlon: at thelr numerous festivals thelr
chief delight spoma to be roat and immobility.
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Put, although ¢llmate and race must have
tnd somethlng to do with this Impassiveness
of mind and boay, our author eontends that
the paople’s dlet must also bo held responslblo
for it in Intge moasurs, Asthe principal phy-
slologleal efTest af cold in to nocolerate reaplra-
tion, and thus determive In the lungs aml
blood n more rapld sombustion, it follows that
more sabetantinl nourishment s nceded In
sib-Arotle conntries. The nearer we are to the
pole the more does man require food rich in
earbion and nltrogen. Now, In the extreme
north, as one conenquence of the eold itsell,
the fertllity of the soll is rarely in proportion
with the demands of the ellmate. Nowhers In
tho disproportlon more ohvious than in the
northern hall of Russia, whieh Is unsuited to
the mrowth of wheat, and which is besat
by such obatacles to  eattle raising ae
arn  unknown to temperate elimates
Throughout this region the earth s nig-
gnrd in granting to man the food distinetly
Indieated by elimalologleal eonditions: the
people have been condemnod for many cone
turios to a mengre and slmost sxélusively
vegetnhlo fare. Under a sub-Arotie skv, they
have livedl as people do ln the south. Only In
our own day has the use of meat, bacon, and
even salt pork bogun to galn ground smong
them. To this hour, nithough @roat progress
has been made In this direction sines the
emnneipation of the serfe. the majority of
peasants ragte meat only on holldays, Thelr
staploe food eonsiets of rye bread, broken into
the =0ifali, a sort of soup ade of fermented
sour cabbago, this Iatter dish being the na-
tional one par excellence. To theso cdibles
are ndded deiedl mushrooms and frozen or
=alted fiah, two articles thal are nowhere con-
sumed in sueli quantities ns Iln Ruassia.

Nevorthelews, the demands of the climate
could not by entirely ovaded, and drink has
lind to supply the lack of food. The Hussians
liave two nntionnl bavernges, kvass, s sort of
rye water, slightly formeunted. and tea. the use
af which in well nigh as universal as in Chinn.
The ten kettle, tho Lrass samovar, I= always
the chiel utansil of a houssahold; no hut, be it
nver s0 poor, is without [t. Tea, especially In
a country where the water ts frequently of
poor guality, s a great rofreahment; but. under
a sub-Arctle sky, it is insulicient as o tonfe. It
Issupplomented with graln whiskey, the palo
whitir vodkn. It has long been noticed that
drunkennoss inerensos with the degrees of
latitude. The taste for nleohol I8 as
patiral to the NHusslan poasant as tem-
perance (8 to the Siclllan or Awsdalu-
sinn; it I8 pot o much the man'a vice
ns the climate’'s fault. As long as the faro Is
not better, whiskey will be to the peasant n
tonio and stimulnut. unwholesomo doubtless,
but JdiMeult to replare. What the author
would most deplore Is not that rodka eannot
lie entirely prosceribed, but that it Is impossi.
ble to rogulate the use of it. so thut on 4 " spree
day' onoc beholdsithe absorption of such quan«
titles of ulcoho! as. wisely dealt out. might
further the peasant's health, instead of tend-
ing to degrade him intons brute. It is satls-
faotory. howover, to lanrn from M. Leroy Beau-
livy, than whom no foreign observer has mads
a moracareful study of Russia, that the Intem-
peranco of the Czar's subjects has beon greatly
vxaggerated. The Russlan drinks less than
the Dane, and perhaps less that the English-
man, the German, and the Frenchman. Many
pensants who get drunk on every hollday, go
for weeks without a drop of spirits. Indeod,
the consumption of vodka had noticeably di-
minishod during the second half of the reign
of Alexander 1L, partly owing, no doubt. to the
inrrensed exclse duties, but partly also to the
moral upralsing of the former serfs. Unques-
tionahly, «drunkenovsa still remains one of
the pliggue spots of Russis, yet It is cer-
tain that the peasants are not always deal
to the prunehings of the apostles of temper-
nnee. When Alexander II. was murdesed,
several villpges aro known to have closed thelr
taprooms in token of mourning for the ™ lib-
eriator,” In formor times, such deings would
not have beon viewed favorably by thoe Gov-
ernment, from the fear of Intting agnost boun-
tiful sourre nf revenue run dry. In truth, tho
tax on the nutional viee brings In every year
over two hundred and 0ty million rubles,
or nearly a atarter of the entire national
revenue, so that he who sald thut Russin pald
har dobts by gutting drunk was not far wrong.
It was culeulated In 1H82 that the Nussinns
spent flve hundrisl milllon roubles yanrly on
whiskey, the real value of whivh did not ex-
cocd NIty millions, the profit being divided be-
tween the liguor sellers and the Goveronment,
In theso days. howoyer, the Governmont,
althongh [t 1< the party most Interested in the
salo of vodka, hing spared no efforts to free the
poasant from the bondage of drunkenness, Ono
of the first acts of Alexnndor II1. was the con-
vaoation 00 u sort of temperanee parlisment,

Sueh ndlet as we have deseribed In such a
| elimate nsthat of the northern hall of Russia
would be expeeted toexert a deplorable influ-
enco on lealti;, nnd even on the duration of
Iife.  The effecls mre apparent In tho statlsties
of the country. 1lere, however, we encounter
ono of thoks anomnlies which ssem character-
istio of Russia. This Is unquestionably one of
the couniries where mortality {s highest and
the avernge of life shortest. Yet it (s also one
of those whers we finid the most numerous
eases of longevity and where human life at-
tnins it uttormost limits. This Incongruity ls
espocinlly striking [n the northern regions.
Ti the Government of Novizorod, for Instance,
out of a papulation ofZ?one milllon souls
there disd  In  one year (1871) thirty-
nine persons o hundred yoars old or older.
& fact which presupposes the existence of
others of the same nge. Blde by side, never-
theless, with this phenomenon, the number of
porsons who pass tholr thirty-fifth vear is in
all Tussin  proportionately lower than in
Franee, while thoss who lisve passed their
sixtieth yenr are only Ialf as numerous. It
is especinlly upop the children that mortality
deseondw. Under such s sky the apprentice-
ship to life Is harder: the ehild necds more
care, yot the cnre cannot be easlly afforded,
Delleate lnfants are doomed; only the strongor
ones suryive to be aubjected toan ordeal whish,
evory vear, Is fatal to mony. They uvdorgo at
the hand of death a series of siftings which
successlvely eliminate the wenklings, untilonly
the robust are left for life and reproduction.
It might be inferrcd that, In & population sub-
jected to this kind of continuous nntural se-
lection, u vignrous temperament would be a
ecormmon thing. This, howover, is far from be-
ing the case. Althouzh the Russian peoplo
are conuplenous for high statures and fraquent
longoevity, their strength Is often more ap-
parent than resl. The climate which, In o few
yoars, corrodos granite, proves In the long
run exeeedingly debilitating and depressing.
Thelymphatictem perament prevalls In Bussia.
Berofulo (s habitual, Contagiows diseases are
oommol, onsy to take, and diffcult to sure,
What is most to Lo drended Is not the se-
vere [rosts, nor cven the great contrast
between the rigor of winter and the blaziog
hent of summor: It is rather the intermediary
soasons, with their abrupt and violent varla-
tions of temporature. In this elimatic insta-
bility all epidemies find favorable eonditions,
agraveted by insuMelent nourishment. It s
true that, owing to the greater dryness of the
atmasphero, lung disenscs are less prevalont
thun they are in England. On the other hand,
small-pox, typhold fever, puerperal fever, and
diphtherin Lreak out pariodically amid the
ill-fed, {ll-sheltered populations. and commit
terrible ravagos

1N,

To the debilitating lafluences of the climate
aro ndded habits tending (o Intensily the ner-
vous sousibilities. The precautions enlorced
by the cold age unhéalthy. To resist the win-

ter the masses of the peopls must live In aAn
atmosphero rarely puritied by an inflax of the
outer air. To protect themmelves against ex-
gosnito cold they must aeoumulate baforehand
a reservo fand of warmth, and fabrieato In the
house with the help of hermetically sealed
stovea an artificial ollmate almoat as hot an
summer Is in the south of Europs. The lower
the temperature out of doors, the higher It
must be made indoors. Behind thelr donhble
windows, entked with onkum and putty for the
ontiro meason, city folks convert thelr apart-
ments into hotliouses, where they branthe
tho sams alr as ths troplaal plants with
which they love to decorate their dwellings.
In his izhba or log eabin, froquontly surround-
od with & rampart of manure, the peasant and
his whole family erowd arnund the huge oven,
on top of which they all alecp at night. Out of
this snorvating atmoaphere prople must every
day omerge Into tha loy outdoor air, nnd so
ther go continuaily during several months
back and forth from houso to strect, although
there Ian difference of betweon 407 and HU®
botween the two tomperatires  Again, the
elimate In harlly more favorable to eleanli-
noss than it s to health, The houses, every
chink of which is studiously elosed, are not
onslly kept clean. Thestoves eannot purify
the air of the room bocause they Jo not open
into them. Well-to-do familios remedy this
Inconvenience by the slzo of the apartments,
which open [nto one another, and by the [re-
quent burtilng of psrfumes The peasant is
condemnned to live In a stifling atmosphore, re-
plete with miasmatle Influoneos. The warm
and Infected alr of his cabin engenders
myrinds of insscts; the reault Is that his hab-
Itation teoms with all kinds of vermin. UOut of
doory the (lith thrown out around tho house
vanisher under ths anow, only to reappear
with unimpaired fetidity Inthe spring. Even
In the citles the refuse 2 not alwaya carrled
away by the sewers, for theso ars often shut
off by feo: on the first warm duys it fills the
atreets with pernielous exhalations. Nething
can equnl the stench of & thaw In n Russinn
elty. The anow, which, undor the slelgh’s run«
nors, ssemed Uko sand or pounded glasm, Is
transformed into a thiek, nnuseous slush.
Under such sanitary eonditions it is not to be
wontlered at that the people should fallan ansy
pray toevary snidemlie. Forthe common peovle
the necossity of keepige the Lody well covered
Innn obstacle to cleanliness, as well as to
hygiene, The pensant sleeps in lils clothes;
lives night and day In the same sheepskin,d It
is true that he takes u vapor buth overy Satur-
day as an act of ritualistlc porifiention. After
the bath, however, he Is compellod to get into
the snme clothes, teeming as they aro with
vormin. It 1 further obivious that the llussian
elimuto does not favor reflnoment, even If it
eannot positively b eald to promote Immor-
ality. There is no doubt that the great num-
ber and precocity of marringes diminish the
proportlon of illegitimate ehildren: our author
declines, nevertheless, to naccept this as
a trustworthy geauige of popular purity.
It musr, at all events, be conecsdod that
the crowding of a family within  one
room and the practies of sleoplng in common
on top of the broad stoves ares not condltions
conduocive to the sanctity of domestle lifa. So,
too, the custom of bathing In common. even
though the sexes aro now kept siriotly sepa-
rats, may have tended to generate In the
poasant a certaln coarseness, In both sexes,
decency seems less atrictly observed than In
the West: modesty Is loss easily alarmed, both
moen and women nppearing to® take less
thought of nudity. In summer. nlong the
rivers, it ia not unusual, espocially on Suturday,
to see girls and women with no garment of
any kind disporting themselves In troops In
scarcey sheltered spots, sometimoes evon under
tho most frequented bridges.

1v.

On some of the points hera mentloned It In
well to hear what the translntor has to say
by way of qualfleation in appendices, for
she I8 naturally zealous to defend her
countrymen agalost the criticlsm even of
a friendly observer where it soems to her
too severe. Bhe admits that during the
Lenten soasons—which In Hussia Include not
only the forty days known as lLant to Cath-
olles, but three annlogous perlods, amounting
to ten weeks n all—the Russian people rigor-
ously abstain from all aslmnl food, under
which head are Inoluded milk, butter, and
egrs, as well as every kind ol meat. Novo_r-
thieless, she contends that the palato Is na fre-
quently the gainer na the loser by continement
to Lenten fare. It Is, wo are assurcd, ast n-
{shing how far mushrooms will go as a substi-
tute for meat, Theraare in Russian dozen edi-
Lile varioties. all of them wholesume and nour-
{shing, and some ranking with the cholecst
tallvacies. To dry, preserve, and plekle thoss
In & matter of vital moment to the poor; thelr
proapocts for tho winter would be dark indesd
but for thechapletaof little, shrivelled, leather-
like blackish morsels strung up nlpng the raft-
ers of thae izhn, eked out with a few strings of
onlons and, down in the cellar, with & heap of
tho huge,hlack-skinned, torribly strong radish-
ea, which are half way between the pink and
whita table radish and the pungent horse-
radish, Green hemp-seed oll 16 a stople artl-
cle of consumption among the poor, and. oaten
in' conjunetion with the black radish just
mentioned. It Is relished as an aecquired
taste by muany a bl palate. Other olls,
as rapo seod nanil especially sunflowsr
seod oll, are pronouneod very uccepta-
ble aubstitutes for olive oll or hutter In
conking and even pastry, The flah soups
of Russla are renownoed, and we are told that
the best of them. the sterlet soup, may bo
compared for rlehnoss of lavor and costliness
of material with the clear turtle soup for
which the elvio banguets of London are re-
nowned, In dossorts the place of milk and
eremn Is laken by orgent, a substitute which
every Husslan womnan knows how to preparo
out of nlggonds pounded in n mortar with
water. The trunslator avers that oa and cof-
fee whitened nnd fluvored with almond milk
ornlmond ecream wnro superiatively delicious
beverages, Alter all, however, she admits
that, for the poor, the Lenten periods are
timon of jncreanod hardship and most deblli-
tating want of nourishment.

The translator does not dispute the correct-
nesa ol the author's statement conganiog the
atmosphere of the fha, or peasant's cabin.
His strictures, however, upon the elty dwell-
ings are declared to ve unfounded, It is oven
maintained that the Russian method of heat-
ing houses Is the only perfect one, eombining,
a3 it ls sald to do, the power of regulating the
beat within half » degree, malotalning oven
ness of temperature throughouta dwelling, and
sssuring great sconomy of fuel. FEven aetive
ventilation Is sald to be srecured by the valves
in tho flues, slx or elght Inches in diameter, by
which thoouterairisadmitted; thereara twoof
these by the sldo of each stove, and they can
be opened just as far as It {s desfred. Ther
are always wide open during the hour or two
which the stove requires to consume Ita dally
srmful of wood, A to the protestion nfforded
sgninst the winter's ookl by duplicate
window frames calked all round the
edges, this it §s submitted, s proferable
to the only half-efliclont weather strips of
Western countries. In at lesst one win-
dow of every Jlusslap rrom there Is n pane
Atted with hinges. This Is kept open fn tho
morning, while the chamber work is Leing
done, and Is opened forns long as the cold
allows pevernl times in the day. It |s also
worth notlng that, on the sill, the intorval be-
tween the two window frnmes Is Hlled to the
helght of somo threvo Inches with sand. in
which arec stusk swall paper cornueoplas
filled with conrse sult, n grest absorber of
molsture, Owing to allthese precautions the
atmospliere of s Bussing mlddle-clins dwell-
Ing Is singularly free from dampness, and,
consequently, cannot be fairly called a hot-
house atmosphera.

Asto tho alleged uncloanliness of Husalans,
the translator submits that a man who thor-
oughly washes his body once o week cannot be
described as vory dirty. For s Bussian of the
lower clasaes it s & matter of religious duty
not only to take n hot bath every Saturday,
but te wash his hands Lefore every meal
For s like ritualistic roason the table is keph

overy time a meal {s to be apread on it The
dishes, bowls, and plattors are treated Ifke-
wine, If the family can afford it, the table Is
eoverad with a snow-white linen eloth, home
spun and home woven. What M, Leror-Bean-
lleu snys about tha condition of a peasant’s
clothing neutralizing the effects of his dally
biath Is not disputed by the translator, but ahe
insists that it applies only to the very poor.
A well-to-do peasant famlly often his a bath-
room of Its own, and alwaya sufficlont ehange
of raiment. In the Inrge cltien great improve-
ments  have been made in the publ
baths. The most to the point Is the
arrangement providing for the bathor's shirt
and trovusrers being Inandered and drisd ready
for him when ho returns to the drossing reom,
it he has no chango of clothing. There s, it
feeiin, A cartain lron nross closst in which his
shocpskin In subjected to a degres of dry heat
which entirely frees It from vermin. We are
told that the floor of that sloset sooms strown
with a black powder, and must be swept ont
evory two honra, These twd itoms, inealonla-
bly boneflelal as they are, ineluded In the
chnarge for the use of the bathroom—from two
to five cents, according to accommodations, of
which there are thres wrades for the neople,
apart from the luxurious public bathrooms,
where the charge Is from Nftesn to wenty-
five conta. and the private sultes of thros rooms,
which cost from Nty conts 1o two dollars.

v.

Returning to the tople of the Rusaian tem-
perament and eharactor, the nuthor of this
book polnts out that the direct Influence of
elimate on the human organlam and on the
physical and economical conditions of exlst-
ence Is nelther the only nor perhaps the
decpost ona  Nature Indirectly exerts a con-
slderable Influence uver the thoughts, the feel-
[ngs and the entire eharacter, by the passiona
she provokes and the faculties she calls Into
play. The first and most profound {mpression
made on the observer by the physleal forma-
tlon of Great Russia s that life there, moro
than anywhere clse, Is . dusl with nature, a
hand-to-hand combat agalnst an evor-present
and unvanquished foe. Under that sky man
rannol. as In more tempernte ellmes, for-

got hls  ndversary. Neither ean he over
eomplutely trlumph over his foe. Hence,
soveral apparently Incompatible traite of

the Huesian natioual character. The war-
fare  with bpature has beon, Arst of all,
a schiool of patlenco, rosigaation, submission,
Unable’to slip his neck from under the yoke of
lis physieal surroundiogs, ho has borne that of
man more pitiently; the one has fashioned
him nnd bent him for the othor. Thoe
tyranny of elimato has prepared him to sub-
mit totyranny at the hands of man. The ob-
Ject of all his strivings being bare oxistence.
despolism has welghed upon him less, Tha
exanmple of lusaia proves that we eannot ac-
cept without qualifieation the theorsy of Mon-
teaquion, which described the peoples of the
north asapt for freedom and those of the south
as doomed to bondnge. Atu certain degrec of
latitude nnd in a glven anvironment the north
can  bow souls as well as bodies, and
only education can ralse nnd strength-
en them. Thy great advantage poasssacd
by the north {s that there the liberating ef-
ficleney of education may gensrally be counted
on. whereas {n tropleal countries the final out-
como of the strugele remains doubtful. An-
otlier quality that scems to have been devel-
opod by the Russian climate and the resultant
strife against nature Is pnssive courage, en-
durance, negative energy, tho power of Iner-
tin. Endurance has long been tho popular
{denl of manhood In Great Hussin. This is
made apparent in an old national game, a sort
of rustic boxing mateh, in which the combat-
snts vied not In streneth and skill, but in en-
durancs, the victor belng not he who floorel
his nntagonist, but he who couly take most
hard knocks without erylog out for merey.
Life, at one inthis respect with history, hns
fashioned the Great-Russian toa stolelsm of
which ha Is himself uneconsclous. Nobody
can suffer like & Rusalan: no one
can die llke him. In the qulet courage
with which he faces suffering and death
there is something of the stolid reslgnation of
the captive Indian, ennobled, however, by re-
rena religions eonvietion. On this point the
translator remarks In a foot note that a Hus-
sian’'s inveterate hiatred of cant and contempt
of phrases and attitudes never leaves him,
lonst of all at eritical conjuncturas and tragle
¢limaxes. Thit I8 why the eflective *last
words " and tho deliberate posings and self-
drapings with which men of otlier nations.
ovon the great ones, gencrally think it neces-
sary to emphdsizo thieir publia acts, and eape-
clally the last act of all, not onlr do not stir
the lusslnn's henrt or excite his admiration,
but either jar on him and put him out of pa-
tienco or leave him coldly critical, with a curl
of the lio not unlike a sneer.

From the same strife against elimnate which
hos fashioned hlm for reslgnation and endur-
ance the Great-Nussian has derlved two other
tralts which secm opposed to ene another. It
has given him a furlous mixture of roughnesa
and gond nature. of insensbility and kind-
ness. The ruggedonoess of the world around
him. while hardening him for himself. has
taunght him compnsslon for others. He knowa
what it Is to suffer: consequently, he ean
sympathire with his nelghbor and succor him
as much as lles within his power. Famlily
affections, benefloonce  toward the poor,
and pity for the unfortunate are among
the most mnarked featuros of the unational
charactor,. We nre assured that. con-
trary to tho opinlon eurrent in the west,
the Russlan under his rough shell is gonerally
affectionate, gantle. even fender; hut let him
encounter no obstacle, let him engage in a
atruggle with an adversary, his latent rugged-
ness and harshness at oneo reveal themseslves.
Inan uncensing struggle againsta ruthloss
nature, he has learned to respect the laws of
war, Which he npplles, as he endures them,
with inflexibllity. Hero again ono should not
overlook a feot note, lu which the transiator
smphasizes what the French anthor saya. Hhe
deseribes the Russian's mind ns intsnsely
theoretieal. and his consclonce as rigid in the
extreme, holding all compromises as dishonest,
or, at the bost, cowardly. Thorefore, once pos-
pesscd of an idoa, thoy go all longths, and,
therefore, too, should there ever bo n Russian
revolution, the horrors of the French '03 will
pale bofore It. How, otherwlse, aske the trans-
lator, could we find among the moest ruthloss
of torrorists, roady at any momont for whole-
sale massacre, gontle, soft-ayed ereatures that
would take to thelr boroms a hurt eur off the
stroet, and go out of thelr way not to tread
upon au insect?

On the whole, the faculty which has been
aronsed most thoroughly In the Great-Russian
by his sgo-long eontest with a cold and {m-
placablo nature is o practieal, positive spirit;
this in tho feature by which he chiefly differs
from the Little- Russinn nod from the western
and southern Slavs, He has not, for instancs,
much comprohension of reslstanes uawneour-
aged by the hopo of success, IHimsell se-
eustomed to bow befors fatality, he thinks it
but just that other people should do so too.
If he does not worship foree, ho at all evonts
respectn it. The same practical, positiva splrit
which is poreeptible In the people's manners
and politles |5 no less upparent In things
whore it seems most out of placa, such as
pootry ned religlon. Thd Great-lussian pop-
ular songs ahow little tasto for ahstractions
or personifieations of any sort.  No natlon has
nless motaphysleal turn of mind, or takos less
thought of the essence of things., A Russlan's
favorite studies are the phrsical and soclal
soionecs. The wliele natlon, Including the
educated classos ns well as the Igooraamt
olasses, Is pervaded by & more or less eon-
soious positiveness. The guality most es-
teemaod by the peasant is common senss. He
savs his worst about the Pole when he terms
bim Inekiog In that quality. Indeed, the Rus-
slan's pretension to practical senso verges at
times upon brutality. His realistic instinets
mako themselves folt In literature and in all
the lines of arksotably in painting, as well as
in eriticlssg.ih history, and in philosophy. The
romantiolam whieh had its brief dav, like the
olassiolsm which preceded It wers lmporta-

Russin ine for n donalderable period belonged
almost exclusively to reallam br naturallam.
Of all forelgn writers, the ong most read and
relished Is Zola, who, Indesd. numbers mors
admirers among the Russinns than among his
own countrymen.

VI

Nothing, however, la more complex than ths
character of m nation. and. thereforo, After
having portrayed one side of it. M. Leroy-
Bonanllen fa earsful to indisate the other, lest
he should produes s delusive portrait. In
Rustla. as slsowhers, nature not only neta on
the temmnsrament through the elimato. the
diot, and the habita: on the eharacter through
the needs which she lmposes and the fac-
ulties which she’ stimulates; she acts with
no lons forae on the Imagination. nnd the en-
tire soul. through the pletures sho preacnts
and the imnresalons ahe arouses. As nowhere
Is natire simplor. so nowhers ara the impres-
slons made by It elearer., One of the first to
be percelved Ly the tenvellor is & foeling of
sadness. The sadness emanates from tho
sky and the olimate: all northern nations
are more or loss touched with it, in Rusaia
the very enrth, fint and monotonots, exhnles
it. It is in the poetrr and musle of the
poonle—the folk songs which Herzen callod
audible tears, and the populnr alrs of slow
rhythm and In minor keys—that tho native
melancholy, bred of soil and elime, finds its
fullest exprossion. In theso popular sungs &
tloud of wistfulness casts cleglao shades ovar
tho reulistle barkground of the national chur-
acter. In literature and cultured postry this
sndness assumos an lntenser and bittarer
fiavor, The poetry of all the achools Is im-
pregnated with It; it has made itaell felt In
the life as woll as in the works of Nusslan
poets, most of whom died young and rome
tragieally. “Sadness, skepticism, irony—these
aro the throe ohords of tho Nlussian lyre.”
wrote Herzen, who added, “Our lnugh is but
an unwholesome grin."

The sort of melancholy Insvlred by the ell-
mate. nod puasibly by the political régime, at
times Inclines the Russian soul to a mystleism
which prevaila over Ita reallstis Instinats, or
combines with them In strange ways - witness
mote thau one popular religlous sect and
wmany & patienal writer, such as Gogol. Don-
toyefsky, and Teolstol Botween this sponta-
neous sadness and the kind of pessimism con-
epledous in nihilism, it is ensy to find a link.

M. Leroy Beaullen would deflne nihillsm as
simply the Russlan form of the nogative nnd
rovolutionary spirit of thaage. Farfrom be-
1og a diseass pecullar to Russia, it is & moral
epldemic of which the germ has beep im-
ported, and with whieh nll Europe. nay, the
whole elvilized world, is moro or less affocted :
only thoe symptoms and the conssquences of
the malady vary with each people, necording
to the patient's age. constitution, and hubits,
If, In tho low plains of the Nova or the Volgn,
tho attacks of this revolutionary fever hnve
nowadays become endemic, and offer pecullar
symptoms, that is due to the poople’s idioayn-
cracles, and also to thelr diet. According
to our author. few designations have
lent themselves to more misunderstand-
iogs than this term “Nihilism.,” which,
In  reailty, is only a witty nloknamao,
invented by Turmnenief. but dicowned by
tho greater part of those to whom it is applied.
The word haa changsd ita meuning three or
four times, or. rather, this eontemptuous ap-
pellation hne been succossivaly attached to
different doctrines or tendencies, paturally,
howevor, connected with one anothor by a
more or loas direct aflliation. M. Loroy Beau-
lleu would distinguish three nhnses, or. so to
spenk, three stuges and metamorphoses. In
the first acceptation of the term, nililllsm was
untinged with politica; it signified little more
than a certain gray of comporting one's self, of
thinking and talking—a mannerism, o faahlon,
or. as one might say, an attitude or pose, that
came Into favor among young people betwean
1860 and 1870, especially among the vounger
graduates at the university. and the girl stu-
dents with eropped halr, realding abroad or in
the provinces. The designation was pointed ats
spirit of revolt against reccived ideas and our-
rent conventionalities, agninst all traditlonal
authorities, and antiguated, religious or polit-
feal dogmuas—a spirit of negation, in fNoe,
stamped with an Intolerant muaterlallsm and
naive radicalism: nothing more nt bottom than
a violent reaction of the Nussinn soul ngainst
the system of government and the intellectual
yoke under which it had long been hent. This
was the flrst, and, properly speaking, the true
nilillism which has besn depleted In Immortal
strokes by the most famous Russinn novelists.
After thia theorstionl and abstract nihillsm,
frequentiy dabbled In Ly amateurs, and ot
times entirely made up of posing and outward
show. sand which. moraover, did not attempt to
carry out its maxims, exeept in individunl
life and private relations, there eama jnto
belng about 1871, under the twofold Influ-
enve of the Parls Commune and the Internas.
nional. a nihiliam all actlon nnd agitation,
transformed into s militant socislism which
strove to spread ts ideas among the peopla—a
nihilism alrendy devoted to polities and revolu-
tion, having recourse toassociation and sseret
propagnudism, though not as yet to plots and
murider. Itwas only nfter several years of dis-
appointment and bitiernoss, toward 1877-TH
thut this peacenbly preaching nihilism, meta-
morphosed intoa violent party seeking redress
from eonsniraer nnd wasassination, took up for
its weapon dynamite. and for its watchword
terror. Under the threefuld aspect of specula-
tive radienllsm. soclalistie apostolate, and re-
volutionary terroriam, this third form of nihil-
ism has shed on the Russian temporamont a
powerful illumination, as of the electrie light.
It has luld bare n power of logle as to Intelloot,
aforce of will as to character, a capacity for
passion, lanntielsm, stobbornness, and self-
devotion which might be matched amoeng
those religlous sects ol the West whinh have
sought their votaries among the lowly, but
which, as they are exhibited In eclvilized Rus-
sians, have been to Europe s revelatlon.

M.W. H,

Jonn of Are,

We have received from the Mossrs Berlbper
& now life of Joan of Are, by Lord Roxanp
Gowrs, This blography does not profess to be
the outcomo of investigation nt first hand,
but it makes known to English renders the re-
suits of the researches of Quicherat, Wallon,
and Fabre. Fapoocialiy Is tho author indsbted
to Fabre, who has published a French transla-
tion of the original Latin text of the renorts of
the two trinls coneerning the Maid of Orloans,
that namely in whieh sbe was condemned at
Rouen In 1431, and that by which her memery
was rehabilitatod twenty-fivo yoara later. The
book is written in n spirit curiously at variance
with the tendancy of our time to apply sclon-
tiflo tests to the supernatural phenomena pop-
ularly nasoointed with Joan of Are. Moreover,
the author seems to lack the historical spnso
which would have enabled him to comprehend
the nttitude of eredulity eharactoristle alike of
the Maid's secusers and defenders, It mat-
terad not whether men were partisans of the
French or Esglish clalmont of the French
erown: neither did it mattor whother they
were ecclesiastios or laymen; all. without
excoption, belleved either that the Mald of
Orleans was & dellborate impostor, afMrming
the thiog that was not; or else, admitting that
the so-called * volees" were really heard by
her: she was the instrument or viotim of some
supernstural intelligence which should ba wor-
shipped aa angelic, or abhorred as demonis-
cal. mecording to the preposscssions and fn-
terests of the onlookers. A modern patholo-
gist reviewing all tho ineidents of her earesr
would probably be led to the conelusion that
Joan of Arosuffered from hallucinations, or, to
use the latest phrase, was possessed of the pow-
orof hypnotizing herself through auto-sugges-
tion. Bome sueh hypothesls would render
her story Intelligiblo without {mpugning her
honesty or making hor the channol of supor-
patural communications. But, of course, In
1430 no one could take any suah view of her
declaration. In the Houen and Paris of that
time it seemed indisputable that, If notan
impostor, abe must be elther the mouthpisce
of a heavpuly moessage or the medium of

‘Batanic witeheralt, n-umnvnm:
eraditable to the Foglish and el
tions to maintaln the one theory (than
wan to the championa of $he Daophin, aftor-
ward Charles V1L, to uphold the other.
Tho author of this blography brings out
elenrly onough tha faet, somotimen overlooked,
that It wan not by a secnlar, but an ecaloalnnti-
odl tribunal that she was condamned. Perhaps
more emphasis might have been lald, howoven
on the fact that the prelates and olergy. by
whom the Mald of Otleans was tried, were al-
mont exclusively Froneh, and, thorefors, what-
sver odium attaches to her sentonos must reat
mainly on hor own countryi = Inthelong liat
of bishops, mitred abbota, priors, eanons, and
daetors of tho University of Parin who constl-
tuted her judgen, only two English names are
to be feund. The Cardinal of Winchester never
onee apponred durlng the proceodings. Thnat
the Immedinte guard of the prisoner wns eom-
posed of English soldiors was A mn!tnr of
solrse. inosmueh ns fovan waa oteupied by
the English foroes. A point to be noted is that,
before passing sontence. tho ecclesiastical
tribupal nt Koven submitted slx quorioa to
the Univeraity of Pnrin Every one of these
queries was answered by the theologians in &
way unfavorable totho Intorests of theaccused.
Not only was It a French prince, tho Duke of
Burgundy, who dellvered Joan of Aratothe
Inquisition: not only wers they Fronch ecele-
siasties who econdemned her: but no steps
seam to have boon taken by Charles the Dau-
phin, afterward Charles VIL, to rescue her, or
to get her exchanged for any other prisoner or
prisoners. Although more than a yoar elapsed
between her captura and hor exeoution. he
mado not a algn in her behall. In the doon-
monts of the time thers exists not a trace of
any negotiation or of any wish to offoet her re-
lense. Later, Indied, whon almost the whole
of Franee had been recovered, Charles became
anxlous on his own account that his coronm-
tion at Rheims should not be imputed to the
actlons and to the ald of one whom the Fremch
elargy and Frenol judges had condemned and

exocuted ns a heretio and apostate. Hence he'

eet on foot a vast judielal lnguiry to vindicate
the fama of her whose condemnnation had been
formally pronounced (n the name of the
Chureh., Flve years olapsed, however. be-
fore the assent of the Papacy to a
rehearing of the cause could be ob-
tained. I'ops Nieolns V. refused to sano-
tlon the King's purpose, and It was not until
after the accesslon of Calixtus IIL that pro-
ceedings for the rehnbilitation of the Mald of
Orleans were begiun, By tho judges who
directed these proceedings It was deomed In-
disponsable to prove that Joan of Arc was n
person of stalnleas purity of body ns well as
mind, and accordingly & great deal of evi-
denee wns brought forward to demonstrate
that ghe was Incontestably a virgio. It was
resorved for a countrymnn of Joan of Are's
{Du Bellay) to Invent a legond to disprove the
fact, and, to the shame of Freuch literature,
Voltalre adopted the ealumny in his Heentious
burlesque-herole poem, *'La Pucelle d'Or-
leans.” Asiegardsthe two trials to which we
have referred, that which rostlted In the con-
vietion of the Mald of Orleans and that which
ended jo hor rehabilitation, seem equally un-
worthy of respect. In 1431 the clergy of
Frante, to please the English claimant of the
crown, had, in the name of orthodoxy, and
with the toleranca of a Pope, denouneed Joan
of Aro as o heretie and Idolatreas. In 1450 the
Fronch clergy, to please Charles VII, and
ognin with the tolerance of the Pope, pro-
nounced the memory of Joan of Araefroe from
all taint of lieresy and Idolatry.

Anappendix to this book contalos some In-
teresting data relating to the views taken of
Joan of Ave in Frenech nnd English history. It
15 well known that Monstrelot gealously at-
tacks the Maid, or rather her mission But
Monstrelet was on the English side, Even in
the sixteenth century, n French chronioler,
Halllon, wrote dlsparagingly of the herolne,
This ealled forth the publicution of & book by
the magistrates of Orleanns, the preface of
which records the " lamentable fact that the
Maid, respected by all other nations, the Eng-
lish alone cxecepted, nndnu.mLu her country-
men writings to Injurs lier memory by people
who are greater ennmies to the honor of France
thun thoes who are strangers tothefrcountry.”
Blsmonddi, in his history of France published be-
tween 1821 and 1844, sums up the facts In
these briofl words: " The Church wos against
tho Mald, All persons notdelegated by her who
pretended to have supernatural powers were
neeused of using magical arta” Michelet, in
the chapter of his history of France which is
devoted to Joan of Are, attacks the entire
English natlon as if they had boen individu-
ally and collectively gullty of the Mald's
death. It s true, Indeed. that FEnglish
ohronlclors were, for a long time, unjust to
her. Fabyan heaped upon her the most seur-
rllous abuse, and Haull nod Hollinshed sinned
as deoply., Even Thomas Fuller does not seam
to have becn able to nake up his mind whether
Joan of Are wasa witch or a herolne, It Is
wall known with what contomptthe Mald of
Orleans s trented in the First Part of King
Henry VL, but whether Shakespeare is the
author of that play, or, ntall events, of thoso
rortions of It in whieh Joan of Aroappearn,
may be disputable. Nothing, however, in that
play. or in any English ehroniole can be com-
pared with the abuse and fiith with which her
own countryman. Voltaire. bespatterod the
memory of the Mald of Orlenns. As for Hehlil-
ler's play, the "Junafrau vou Orleans.” It Is
historieally a mere travesty of the life and

death of the herofne, °

SALISRURY AND THE
Thelr Widely Different Grousds of Appres-
hrasion Respeetiog Iome Rule,

To 1uE Eprton or THE S8uN—=Sir: The diffor-
ence between the Tory terror of homo rule nnd
the Feninn fear of the same measure Is decld-
edly striking, Btatesmen cannot always re-
gard things In the same light. Lord Balisbury,
In the Fall Mall Garelfe, expresses his appre-
honslon with considerable candor. "In the
event of war between Great Britaln and an-
other powar.” he says. “an unfriondly execn-
tive In Ireland could eause untold distress by
allowing an enemy to proeure coal and pro-
vislons (n Irlsh ports, and by allowing the
coast to be used as a rendezvons for privatasra.
The traditionnl hatred will impel the Irish to
fully use against England sny advantago they
mAY Becurn”

In other words, home rule would bs an ad-
vantage., nnd eonsequently the Irish should
not recelve it. But it was oniy the other day
that Sallsbury an d his frlends were preaching
about the groat disadvantages to the Trish that
the *'misohlovous mensure” was full of. Peo-
ple may bo Inclined to famey that the noble
Lord nrgues like & man with a bnd eonsrclence.
At all events. he is candid enough tn admie
thathelsafrald. But that " traditional hatred”
of which ho is so much in dread Is proctsely
the mierobe which Dr. Gladstone Iroposss to
destroy by the home rule treatmont.

It must not be forgotten that there are (3 &
tromiuts still In Treland, men who stick to the
“traditional hatred.” Is it likely that thalr
numbers will be roducea by the rejoction of
the Home ltule hill? Nol at all. On the eon-
trary, it {s very probable that the people, giving
up all hope of any bonefit from parliumentary
agitation. might be disposed to * use nEninst
Fogland any advaotage thoy might secura™

In the way of assistanco from a forel W
sl war wﬁh the traditional enemy, 7 ‘or: g
still soms lighting material In Ireland, which
lwrhara the nower or powers at witr with
and might disposed to utilize, A little
l-rnm-r fussinn assintanee to the men who
cherinh the “traditional hatred " might enusa
ore “untold distress ™ than enuld he wrought
:ari\r unirlendly axecutiva {n Iraland,”
But, be this ap It mmy, the diffarence hetwaon
Lo l{sbury's oppasition to the MOAsSUr
nd the Fenlan opposition to it is mmawgn
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T VEEFUL I8 THE BAMBOO,

And Tankee Mashinery Con Work It Up g
Well na Japunenr Fingers,

The light hamboo curtaln i= giving the eame
privacy to suburban Now Yorkers this yoar
that the Vonatian blind has long givan to Wast
Indinns and other dwellors [n warm elimnates,
Boveral years ago theso rolling curlaing of
spit bamboo made thelr appearanen (n thia
clty indot the nnme of Bldarris, and thoy wirs
found so uselul thAt they soon became popu.
Iar favoritos, particninrly in the suburbag
towns. Tho subdrban New Yorker had fallen

inte the habit of lving much In pyhe
He when outslde the walis of  piy
house, Fashlon decresd long sgo  that
the front fence must come down, and

the planza, usually not far from the «tront, was
go oxrosold that 1t was useisas tor comfortnlls
tounging, and demandod tho samo dress thnt
must he wora for walking or enlling, Tha
bamboo curtain eame to remady this evil, and
to give to thes Amerlcan plazea gronter privacy
and comfort: It is chonp anough lor the small.
est cottnge, protty enoungh for the mist o xwn.
sive, and useful for uvverybody who lins s
pinzza. ldke most things that are eheap,
protty, and useful it has mnden vlnca for ltaelf,
Possibly thers may ba suomo remote hamlet
in the United Statas where tho bnmboo curtiin
has not yot appearnd, and for the benofit of
that hamlst It may be necoseary to doseriba it
1t is nimply n rolling shade made of thin strigy
of split bamboo, with around bamboo rod at
top nnd bottom to give it strongth, and ropas
running through two small pullevs to raise it
orlot it down. It 1 so loosoly mado that tha
wind whistlos through it veadily, yot it hns
enongh solldity to make n shielil from the sun,
Itmey bo run up or dowin ns ensily an any
shude, and it is not cm‘r noproteotion ngainst
tho sun, but a valunhlo sereen to ahicld ths
lumr{wr Inun‘Tor from the goze of overy passar
b t is used only upon the plnzan.
!l‘lm bamboo curtnin I8 too fumlliar here-
bouts to need any description for the New
vorkar. urban or auburbnn: hut there nre
somo ourlous ﬂllnfl about it that mist attrget
the fdle notice of the summeor lounaer. [t has
n forelgn look throughount, and seoms to Lenr
the delleate odors o Inoqrnr und flne eabinet
work that wo wssoelate with Japan. The sinte
are tiny :hlm;:i porbaps a quarter of an Inech
ide and a sixteenth of an ineh thiek.
‘horaver the marks of n jolnt appear, thay
are not in one slat or two, but In enough of thn
alats to cover a foot or more In lisleht, and
nch ope exactly over ths one helow It sahow-
rntfhnu ] those sints hiuve boon deltly cut
from_ one stalk of bamboo. Bo neatly and
evenly Is this cutting done that the summer
lonngor Is likely to wonderat the pationce nnd
dexterity of tho Japanese workmen who make

these thinks,

But the patient Japaneas workmon whn
mnako those sereons are usunlly good American
eltizans, nnd all the forelgn look Is manufie-
tu toQ‘p or, an machinery. It is not in
Toklo or Yokohamn that the bumboo rurtains
are made, but in Now \orh or Drooklyn,
Bidarris s n good name for them, bocause it
has a far-awny soumd, and fow r-o-.-pi-_\ Know
what It menans, The bamboo is a genuing
irodust ol the troples, but the manufacturing
!unll done on one_Alde or other of the East
tver: largely in Brooklyn and not iar from
This applies, howevar, only

tho Navy Yard.
shindes aml  other bam-

to the bamboo
work used  im and  about  this
city. Nearly overy largs ¢ty in the aoun-
try ina nt least one factory whore bamtoo
-foodl are mnde, Some of tha Jurgest o these
faetories, nitor those of Now York nnd Brook-
i@{m In_Philadelphin. ¥t Louls, a  Sun
noisco. Inall of these Inctoriee, nlthough the
snrlrmor Iabor Is twenty times highor than in
apan. the goods ure mado ns cheaply ns they
can be made In the Easl, becnuso the work ia
done with machinery.

Beyond a few ornamental ohnirs and tablos,
the banmboo curtain is the first popular use to
which bamboo has been put in this country.

t probably will not be the last, for bam-
boo has a Dbabit of making itsell so
useful  whersver [t oen  that its ace
quaintanes [« cultivated. Tho raw materinl

a8 to be Imported, for bnmboz has not_yet
yeon ralnoil succorsiully In this countrr. The
Chinese in Culifornla have tried i, but without
any great success. Soman lonoly trees grow in
Ht Amfnnllna. in Florlda, but they are mery
travost ng urion the roal bamboo of tho tropics

t Fort Myers, in the same State, 200) milos

arther soath, tharei are _hattar speeimens,

notably In the grounis of Thomns A. Edlsor's
Winter residenre. There are some nlso at

ampa. und n fow at Key West. But none of
hese, evan with careful eultivation. gives nny
Idsa of the gigantie, stately, feathery bamboo
of hot countries.

For sommereial purposes hambon comes to
this enuutr( in the holdr of mailing vossels,
tisd up in fong cyvlindrical bundles; and the

ackagos of it

int one may frequent]y see un-
oading in Bouth stroetnra not good snmples
of the bam'ioo of the Enst Indios. oxeept for
business nses. Tha lmmense stalks, sometimos
afoot thiek and sixty fient lomi. reldom come
here, becauso they are not needed. Our bam-
00Us aro better mpda from small growths,
and It fs not mach mattor whother tho stalks
areetraightor erooked. Thoy wra olten erook-
ed, hut they aro @{uu’y rtrnightonwl. Fron
the ehip they go to the faetory: and one of tha
Inrgest makors of hamboo gooids in Bronklyn
®ives toa SUX reportor this weeount of their
munufacturs in this eountry ;
Our raw mateclal,” Do says, " romes prinol-
mlly rom Chinn, Japan, and Indis,  In thosa
ree countried wo find more than sixty varle-
ties, rangini bet ween two fest nnd sixty foot fn
helght und half an {nchnnd elght, ten, twelve
ine n!s‘in dlameter. Every oneof these virieting
1s nated for its durahility, its great tendeney to
bend whon steamed, ifs unique property of
aplitting into ‘pioces of any thickness dosired
and the hizh polish it witl take. Forany o
thess qualities no other wogd compares with
t. Insomo varieting the joints are only from
Nve to elght inches apart, and In othe s thoy
ure upward of five feot apart.
kinds are rare and are used onl
lagture of the more (‘u!ti\‘
What bumhou articles do we makae? A
great muny, and atill not nearly us many s
wo mlght. nor as many ag wo probably shull
Whon Americans come to know hamhoo batter.
Wo make sidarris, or Japanoss  curtains,
sorcens, fret work, bLaskets and hampers.
fnney boxes, parnanls, chairs, stools, Bowaer
stands,eetteos, hat racks.tohlos,caninets hraelk-
ots, oasels, porticres, oeolls, gnd faney wood-
work ol every deseription. %lmt: of thess
t!iilu;n. you will notles, are funey articles
Plainer und more 1;-«-ful things will como In
time. Asnoon as there Is demand for them we
are rendy t5 make hinlf the furnlshing and (lt-
tig{g of a house from bam by,
veh ns what, you ask / Water buckots,
for instnnee. to begln with. Thare fs no Lt tor
wator pall In the world than a section of lhig
:rrnh’qn. itted with a solld brttom un2 i han-
ale. Then bottles, ornamental volumne, fancy
Wwator plpes. whotstones —far too many things,
in fnet, for me to mention. Among J;e mira
imrmrhnt I may mention flowor pots. You
1ave no lden of the bonuty of bambon flownr
Dots unless you have sesn them. und there (8
no end to their durability. In the hotunicnl
gardens of Jamalea, nt Cnstioton, thousin.s
of thesa bhamboo flower pots nro in use, runi-
ng from thres Inehea to o foot fn diameter,
onch fitted with & wooden battom, Tliey co-t
a fraction of n cent eacl, and (hoy iast furavor,
You are surprined st my montionling whot-
stones among the products of bamboo? It
maktw capital whetstones, being as hard ns
nt. In Eastern coantries the nntives fro-
uently minks knlves of it.  But that roguires
the best kind of hamboo. Only thros species
uith- ninnt grow fn this eountry, and thoy ars
;.th:.f:‘l:lar l':!naln. ﬁ t.‘hlimmon {n Califors
© raised eonside 1By
lh.g‘%ualltv iand mni rable gquantitivs, but
o rogard bnmboo as a mn
FRSH, t benrs a flower, and somotimos,
1ough not often, produces soed. The atalks
ecuy and drop nway, but pew shoots riss to
take their place. The tips and Luils aro odible,
and in ﬂmv of want the patives live upon

Theso Inrwoer
¥ in the manu«
furniture,

moth sort of

hem, The lewf of the plant (s saesulont, and
tnollun fod to eattle, o could use Amorican
bamboo for mome  purposes, but it s so
nhonr In the E'wi that its cultivation
lli this ocuntry conld :nrdlrhn made profitn-
le. It ronches us genarally in the Chineses
Amorlean benrs very close

'lipurr.hu’nhnun. nn
stowuge, The only socret in our business ‘s
‘m uso of steam, and that |s no searet st all.
nrd as bamboo {8, whon steamod it ix am
A patty, and may ho bent Into any de-
sired shape  We not tho stalks into long
stoam boxea, nd steam them until thoy are
almast pulp, Ille in this state the erouvked
onns are stralghtened, and tho varlous netl-
cles nre mado. They nre then dried, and be-
come as hard n}cl substuntin as they wora biss
fore, have large mioms expraessly for (he
deying of Aninhed nrtiolos witl artificial hent.
Aftor the drying, whatever fancy touches are
neoded are put on with a hiot fron.  That 1= the
oly satisfactory way, for when the hamhoo
s dry it i w0 hard that it (s diMeult to work
t. oven with the bost (nstruments
Thosn jolnts In tho bamboo eurtalns? You
will readlly soo how the joints In w» dozen
ltrlmurecnwtlrlgnrallol whan you see how
ther nre made. The stalk s run through s
splitter,” a llttle machine which cuts tep,
twenty, porhaps fifty strips from ench llulc.
making them of any width or thleknoess -
t‘lr-.ul. Thews strips are then tukon up by the
indors, tho vords which halil them fmmh--r
in the eurtain, ana if the bumboo s & largn
ane, the same koot or joint may ran through
nl_t.wr hundred strips.
@ do not put as many fapey toughes to
0 rblmlwwwu"lt as the foreleners do. Nearly
ﬂ foreign bamhon work lahighly ornamente .
hon you sec i plain pleos 1t (s nlmost sum 1o
be of Amoerienn manufacture: but ours |s
strong und serviceahls. You ean distineuish
Americati goouls in another way., We make
fifty tables, o hundred, & thousanil, and they
all alike, beenuss they are made by ba-
nory: forelgn gaods are made oy hand, and
Hdom two ploces are pirecisely nlike.
i ;}m confond bamboo work with gools
s of rattan. HBamboo Is hollow and kpotty,
o rattan is soll
?m ot of & specie
l: in eommon
this coun uubol.u-
2008 every year.

1;5‘:%.! lll‘l:l.l'k If.ui!?n I-It“a
m trew. pne ns -
wit anmboo, r't ake IB
800,000 Worth of bamboe




